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‘SMOKE      MIRRORS’ 
(Biblical Wisdom to See Through the Facades of This Life ‘Under the Sun’) 

Studies in Ecclesiastes 

 

‘No Smoking!’ 
It is truly amazing that so many people still smoke or chew tobacco! Even though it is a proven, scientific 

fact that putting tobacco products into your body not only stinks, it also kills you slowly over time and yet 

many still do it anyway. The tobacco industry and their advertising gurus years ago made cigarettes, cigars, 

pipes, and chewing tobacco a cool thing to do.  
 

Now, it’s very hard to convince the public that it isn’t cool or healthy and never was. Serious warnings of 

packs of cigs, bans on their deceitful advertising, deleting smoking more and more from movies and other 

forms of entertainment, and educating youth about the dangers of tar and nicotine has helped cut down on 

this deadly and disgusting addiction.  
 

But still, many ignore all the warnings, disregard the health of themselves and others, choose the high 

possibility of a slow, agonizing, ugly death by cancer of the lungs, mouth, or throat. The tar and nicotine of 

tobacco is so toxic that it is even blamed for fouling furnishings, fabrics, and facilities where people 

continue to do it.  
 

Thankfully, society’s No Smoking message for public places is being taken seriously. Eyes, ears and lungs 

begin to clear and return to health when the smoke clears from their lives. All living things like plants, 

animals and children grow and flourish when fumes of burning tobacco stop polluting their space and life 

functions. It is a terribly addicting bad habit that’s hard to stop, so it is best to never start in the first place.  
 

It’s also true that foul moral and/or spiritual smoke belched out by the world fogs the mind and soul with 

noxious behavior and beliefs that not only blur the vision, but also destroy the souls of those who inhale 

their deadly gasses. When anyone repents and turns to Christ as Savior and Lord, they should understand 

themselves as entering a kingdom of theological and moral holiness where the holy law of No Smoking 

(literally and figuratively) is to be respected and obeyed. The gross smoke of false teaching and/or immoral 

living are to be left behind at salvation and outside God’s kingdom of pure, clean, virtuous, healthy living 

‘in the Spirit’ (Ephesians 5:8-11).  
 

No Smoking laws need self-enforcement within local church families of believers, too. Whenever a 

Christian causes trouble for another, that’s blowing smoke in the Lord’s face. Whenever believers tell a lie, 

deceive, omit the truth, or sweep sin under the rug, that’s making a smoke screen to cover sin rather than 

resolve it. Whenever a member looks spiritual at church but lives sinfully in other places he or she is sending 

up smoke signals of hypocrisy. And, like tobacco smoke, spiritual smoking as just mentioned, stinks up the 

testimony of the Lord and our church, pollutes the work of the Holy Spirit through us, corrodes and sears 

the conscience of the Christian smoker who doesn’t repent, confess, and renew their walk with the Lord (1 

John 1:9 & James 5:16).  
 

Actually it is more serious to be a spiritual smoker than it is to be a tobacco smoker. But, like the health 

and well-being that returns to one who quits tobacco, so spiritual health returns to the believer’s soul and 

the body of Christ when someone quits spiritual smoking and once again inhales the fresh, clean air of a 

holy lifestyle.  
 

If God has spoken to you in this article and you are serious about God’s No Smoking rule of the Christian 

life, why not quit smoking up your soul and relationship with the Lord today?   Pray, confess to God and 

anybody affected by the secondary smoke of your sin. Let the smelly smog lift from your life; breathe the 

fresh spiritual air of the ‘smoke-free’ abundant life in Christ again (John 10:10).  PtL  



 

 
‘Smoke Screens & Fun House Mirrors’ 

(God’s Hand Clears the Air About ‘Life under The Sun’) 
Ecclesiastes Chapter 9 

 

The Truth About ‘Under the Sun’ Smoke Screens 

(Waving Away the Smoke Screen of Vanity with ‘Joyfulness’)  

 (9:1-2) Smoke screen #1 = Natural world life / No favoritism for good people (Matthew 5:45) 

 (9:3-6) Smoke screen #2 = Natural world death / Nobody gets out of life alive (Hebrews 2:15) 

 (9:7-10)  ‘No Smoke Screen Saver’ = Live well and don’t let your mind dwell on smoke screens  

 

• Which of the ‘smoke screens’ above do you think bother most people? (God’s seeming 

aloofness & detachment in natural disasters, etc. or the futility of life in general since death ends 

everything). 
 

• What conclusions do people without the Lord in their life come to because of these smoke 

screens? 
 

• Which one bothers you the most (or used to)? 
 

• How does Solomon’s solution in vs. 7-10 help the Christian believer see through these two 

smoke screens, not denying them, but not letting them cloud the good things of God in this 

life? 
 

• Does the philosophy of vs. 7-10 encourage reckless enjoyment of temporal things? (Why or 

why not?) 

      Note: this passage presumes agreement with Chapter 2 for a moderate and balanced life. 
         

 
The Truth About ‘Under the Sun’ Fun House Mirrors 

(Wise Reflections about Living ‘Under Heaven’) 

 (9:11-12)   Where there’s ‘smoke’ there’s vanity – Winners often lose ‘under the sun’ 

 (9:13-15)   Where there’s ‘wisdom’ there’s victory – Wise are forgotten ‘under the sun’ 

 (9:16-18)   Wisdom is ‘better’ than human effort (physical, vocal or ‘fire’ power) ‘under the sun’  

 

• How bad does it bother you that the most deserving doesn’t always get rewarded while it is 

often the least deserving that get the rewards and honors in life? 
 

• How do ‘time and chance’ (v 12) affect outcomes fairly or unfairly? (any personal 

experience?) 
 

• It is possible that Solomon’s ‘riddle/story’ in vs. 13-15 is referring to 1 Samuel 23:1-13. 

Discuss how you feel about the wise unnamed person who delivered the city but was not 

appreciated for his wise strategy to save the city.  How is this story characteristic of how 

wisdom is unappreciated ‘under the sun’?  
 

• Even though wisdom is under-appreciated ‘under the sun,’ how valuable is it ‘under heaven’ 

with God? (vs. 16-18) 
 

• Why do you think God led Solomon to write that last sentence about ‘one sinner’ (v 18)? 


