
Christ’s Bible Fellowship         Sunday, September 29th, 2019       Luke 9 Study Guide #7 

 

  

 

THE REALLY GOOD LIFE 
The Life of Christ Series 

The Gospel of Luke 

 

Orientation 
(Where are we now?) 

Beginning a new phase of anything usually starts with ‘orientation’.  A new job, a new school, a new hobby, 

even one’s new life in Christ as a Christian – any new activity or responsibility will be enjoyed and benefited 

from more if some time is taken for orientation about the new endeavor.  Omission of it will bring 

frustration, confusion and even failure; with it there is understanding, security and success.  Success in the 

Christian life requires orientation in following and understanding the life of our Savior and Lord, Jesus 

Christ.  Failure to have a good understanding of the way He lived, how He taught and what He expected of 

His disciples is certain to cause awkwardness in the Christian life, a general shallowness in spiritual growth 

and limited effectiveness in serving God in this life. However, knowing the life of Christ well is foundational 

to experiencing the abundant Christian life Jesus died to give those who have previously received His eternal 

life. The following should help your orientation in our ‘life of Christ’ study.  Perhaps it will also help you see 

‘where’ you are in your personal relationship and ‘walk’ in following the Savior today.  

 

 

Chronological Orientation 
(Where was HE & the 12?) 

In our study of the life of Christ by Luke, the story now moves into the last 6 or 7 months just prior to Jesus’ 

death, burial and resurrection.  The action moves away from the previous 2 year ‘Great Galilean Ministry’ in 

northern Palestine south to Perea, just across the Jordan River east and north of Jerusalem and Judea.  From 

autumn of AD 29 to the spring of AD 30 Jesus will travel in and out of Judea and Jerusalem from this region 

(in the place where John the baptist and Christ began ministry a little more than 3 years before / Matthew 

19:1-2, Mark 10:1, John 10:40).  Luke’s supplemental gospel provides precious information about the 

transition period from the end of the Galilean ministry to the Judean / Perean ministry in the south.  The 

discipleship training on the way southward (Luke 9:46-62) probably took place in late summer or early 

September of AD 29 just before the Feast of Tabernacles (early in October / John 7:1-2).  Jesus begins ‘the 

last crusade’ into Judea with the sending of ‘the 70’ (Luke 10:1-24) from Perea during September which 

precedes His arrival at the Feast of Tabernacles, early October of AD 29 (John 7 & 8).   
 

 
 

Discipleship Orientation 
(Where are you, now, with Him?) 

The final event in Capernaum was Jesus admonishing the 12 on their lack of humility (Luke 9:46-48) and 

their lack of toleration for someone who was following their example of ministry (Luke 9:49-50).  As Jesus 

and the 12 left Capernaum and Galilee they traveled south through the northern part of Samaria.  It is 

probable that Jesus took a brief side trip alone to Nazareth where He saw His family one final time prior to 

‘the last crusade’ (John 7:1-9). It seems that He then rejoined the 12 in northern Samaria (probably just 

north of Sychar / Luke 9:51-56).  As Jesus and His disciples traveled the last 20 or 30 miles, crossing the 

Jordan River and walking south in Perea, various persons approached Him about becoming one of His 

disciples.  The Lord’s mood had changed to extraordinary seriousness as He entered this final phase of His 

earthly mission (see Luke 9:51-53 – a mood and deportment that continues to the end / Mark 10:32; Isaiah 

50:7).  The ‘bar’ of discipleship had been raised for those who now want to follow Christ in this rewarding, 

but difficult final phase of His mission (Luke 9:57-62).   

 



 
3 DENIALS of DISCIPLES 

(3 Absolute Requirements of Jesus for Spiritual Greatness) 
Luke 9:46-62 

 

Forsake Putting Self First 
(Greatness is in lifting up others, not yourself) 

“But they did not understand this saying, and it was hidden from them so that they did not perceive it; and they were afraid 

to ask Him about this saying. Then a dispute arose among them as to which of them would be the greatest.  And Jesus, 

perceiving their heart, took a little child and set him by Him, and said to them, “Whoever receives this little child in My 

Name receives Me; and whoever receives Me receives Him Who sent Me. For he who is least among you all will be great.”  

 9:45-48 
 

Until your desire to be important, powerful, rich or popular is forsaken, you will never truly understand 

the gospel or God’ fullness of blessing and fulfillment in and through you.  In  fact, you can count on God 

humbling you over and over until HE is your LORD instead of yourself or somebody or something else. 
 
 

Forsake Putting Others on Probation 
(Greatness is in loving others, not ‘lording over’ them) 

“Now John answered and said, “Master, we saw someone casting out demons in Your Name, and we forbade him because 

he does not follow with us.” But Jesus said to him “Do not forbid him, for he who is not against us is on our side.”  

 9:49-50 
 

“Now it came to pass, when the time had come for Him to be received up, that He steadfastly set His face to go to 

Jerusalem, and sent messengers before His face. And as they went, they entered a village of the Samaritans, to prepare for 

Him. But they did not receive Him, because His face was set for the journey to Jerusalem.  And when His disciples James 

and John saw this, they said, “Lord, do You want us to command fire to come down from heaven and consume them, just 

as Elijah did?”  But He turned and rebuked them, and said, “You don’t know what manner of spirit you are of.  For the Son 

of Man did not come to destroy men’s lives but to save them.”  And they went to another village.”       9:51-56 
 

Until you learn to graciously accept other servants of Christ as your equal in ministry, you’ll continue to 

be self-righteous, critical and judgmental of everyone who doesn’t measure up to your evaluation. God 

will then have to humble you over and over until your heart is softened to have loving toleration for good 

brethren who believe accurately but serve with a different style than you do. 
 

Until you learn to love your enemies rather than despise them, you will remain pugnacious, unpleasant, 

irritable and mean-spirited toward many who are in desperate need of mercy and grace.  You will be very 

limited in how God can use you in reaching others for Him until He transforms you from a mean old SOT 

(son of thunder / Mark 3:17)  into an apostle of His love as He did with  the apostle John (1 John 3:16-

23)… Remember 1 Corinthians 13:1-13. 

 
 

Forsake Putting Christ ‘On Hold’ 
(Greatness is in making sacrifices not excuses) 

“Now it happened as they journeyed on the road, that someone said to Him, “Lord, I will follow You wherever You go.” 

And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has no where to lay His 

head.” (a personal comfort & security excuse) 9:57-58 
 

“Then Jesus said, “Follow Me.” But he said, “Lord, let me first go and bury my father.” Jesus said to him, “Let the dead 

bury their own dead, but you go and preach the kingdom of God.”  (a take care of family ‘til they’re gone excuse) 9:59-60 
 

“And another also said, “Lord, I will follow You, but let me first go and bid them farewell who are at my house.”  But Jesus 

said to him, “No one, having put his hand to the plow, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God.”         

 (a social popularity excuse) 9:61-62 
 

Until the excuses stop for why you can’t be 100% committed to the Lord Jesus Christ, you will be less 

than 100% happy, fulfilled and fruitful in your Christian life and service.  Put a number in the blank 

indicating how truly abundant your Christian life is right now.  ____%   Does that % pretty much reflect 

the degree of your active dedication to Him?   Don’t cop out; come on and make this life 100% of what He 

intended it to be for you!   Give yourself fully to Him and get a life, a really good life! 


